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CONSENT DECREE - RUMORS 

Aaron Payment’s Continued Relentless Attacks on DJ Hoffman 

Aaron Payment continues to engage in a relentless, targeted campaign of harassment against 
DJ Hoffman, attacking him at every opportunity in an effort to discredit him, currently using 
the Consent Decree negotiations as a platform to slander and defame Hoffman. Payment’s 
accusations are not based on fact, but rather on a long-standing, unhealthy obsession with 
undermining Hoffman. 

 Resolution 2019.32, approved by the Board, placed Aaron Payment in charge of 
negotiations and oversight of the special treaty counsel. Payment led the Consent 
Decree negotiations from 2019 until his resignation in 2022. 

 When he resigned on May 10, 2022, Vice Chair Hoffman assumed his duties. 
 Hoffman was formally appointed Chair on June 27, 2022. 
 The new Board passed a no-confidence vote on July 12, 2022 but still retained Hoffman 

as lead negotiator,  
 Hoffman served in negotiations for only 126 Calendar days (May 10, 2022 – September 

13, 2022),  
 Hoffman was illegally removed on September 13, 2022, long before the Consent Decree 

was finalized. 

Despite these facts, Payment remains relentless in distorting the truth, twisting narratives to serve 
his personal vendetta against Hoffman, suggesting he can “only wonder what would have been” 
had he been allowed to continue negotiations. He conveniently ignores that he had years as 
the lead negotiator and was responsible for the groundwork before resigning. 

The Great Lakes Consent Decree & Tribal Legal Actions 

 August 24, 2023 – U.S. District Judge Paul Maloney approved the 2023 Great Lakes 
Consent Decree. 

 This decree governs fishing rights in the Great Lakes under the 1836 Treaty of 
Washington and establishes fisheries management for the next 24 years. 

 The new Board fired the lead litigator and General Counsel in 2023, disrupting the legal 
process. 

False & Misleading Attacks by Payment 

Aaron Payment’s social media attacks falsely portray Hoffman as: 

1. Unprofessional – He claimed Hoffman wore sweatpants to negotiations, which is 
completely false. Hoffman never wore sweatpants to any meetings. 

2. Disrespectful – No official complaints or documentation support the claim that Hoffman 
was offensive or denigrating to other tribes. 
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These accusations are not backed by any factual evidence but instead show a pattern of 
misinformation aimed at destroying Hoffman’s reputation. 

4. Tribal Board’s Actions Since Hoffman's Removal

• Fired the lead litigator handling the Consent Decree negotiations.
• Fired General Counsel on January 17, 2023.
• Rather than allowing legal experts to do their jobs, the new Board disrupted critical 

negotiations and sought to shift blame.
• Aaron Payment, who led negotiations for years, is now deflecting responsibility and 

attacking Hoffman for negotiations he himself controlled.

A Pattern of Defamation & Obsession 

 Aaron Payment’s relentless, slanderous, and libelous attacks against Hoffman are part of
an ongoing and obsessive pattern of harassment.

 His repeated attacks show an unhealthy obsession with DJ Hoffman, aimed at
undermining his reputation rather than engaging in truthful discourse.

 The claims are disproven by investigative reports, tribal resolutions, and official records.

Key Timeline of Events: 

Date Event

2019 Aaron Payment assumed leadership of Consent Decree negotiations. 

May 10, 2022 Aaron Payment resigned; Hoffman began serving as lead treaty negotiator. 

June 27, 2022 Hoffman was officially appointed Chair. 

September 13, 2022 DJ Hoffman was unlawfully removed as Tribal Chair. 

January 17, 2023 Tribal Board terminated General Counsel.  

September 05, 2023 Tribe fired its Consent Decree Litigator, signaling internal legal conflicts. 

August 24, 2023 U.S. District Judge Paul Maloney ratified the Great Lakes Consent Decree.  

This pattern of misinformation, political manipulation, and legal maneuvering 
highlights Aaron Payment’s continued attempts to malign and slander 
Hoffman.  
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