
SCHOOL CLOSURE RUMOR – DJ HOFFMAN 

 
The claim that DJ Hoffman attempted to close JKL Bahweting PSA or threatened to do so is 
entirely false. The available emails, official confirmations from school administrators, and public 
statements from community members clearly refute these allegations. The evidence ironically 
shows that Aaron Payment himself previously actively lobbied to keep the school closed and 
later made false accusations against Hoffman for political attacks. 

This report will outline the extensive evidence disproving Payment’s claims and highlight the 
contradiction in his own statements. 

JKL School Official Verifies Hoffman did not attempt to Close 
School 
Emails from JKL School officials confirm that DJ Hoffman had no role in school closure 
decisions and that he was not even physically present at the school for years. 

• January 12, 2022 – Email from Tom Miller to Theresa Kallstrom: 
o "I see where there is social media that is stating that DJ Hoffman called for the 

school to close for the week. To your knowledge did he direct or request the 
school to close?" 

o "I am not aware of anything like this and want to be ready to answer any 
questions. On my end, I am not aware of any involvement by DJ in this." 

o Response from Kallstrom: "Not that I am aware." 
• January 12, 2022 – Email from DJ Hoffman to Theresa Kallstrom: 

o "Can you please confirm that I have not had conversations with you 
regarding closing the school, nor have I been in the school during the school 
year?" 

o Response from Kallstrom: "Confirmed." 
• March 16, 2021 – Email from Kallstrom: 

o "This is to verify that DJ Hoffman has not been in the facility during school hours 
with students present since the beginning of the 2020-21 school year." 

• May 29, 2021 – Email from Kallstrom: 
o "This is to confirm that DJ Hoffman has not been present in the school facility 

while students are present during the 2020-21 school year." 
• September 27, 2021 – Email from Kallstrom: 

o "DJ Hoffman has not been in the building while school is in session this school 
year." 

• April 2, 2022 – Email from Kallstrom: 
o "This is to verify that DJ Hoffman has not been in the JKL school facility 

during 2021-22." 

djhoffman
Highlight

djhoffman
Highlight

djhoffman
Highlight

djhoffman
Highlight

djhoffman
Highlight

djhoffman
Highlight

djhoffman
Highlight



Aaron Payment’s Contradictory Accusations against DJ  
Despite no firsthand evidence, Aaron Payment accused DJ Hoffman of attempting to close the 
school in a January 12, 2022 email to the Sault Tribe Board of Directors: 

• Aaron Payment’s Email Statement:  
o "I did not witness it but several concerned JKL Bahweting School parents 

informed me." 
o "DJ Hoffman insinuating threats to the school administration or school board that 

they are in violation of tribal law by not closing their doors." 

Problems with Payment’s Accusation: 

• Admits he "did not witness it" – meaning his claim is based on secondhand rumors rather 
than facts. 

• No evidence supports the claim that Hoffman threatened the school administration. 
• School officials and Hoffman himself confirmed that no such discussions ever took place. 

This proves that Payment’s accusation was entirely baseless and politically motivated. 

The Irony: Aaron Payment Himself Pushed to Keep Schools 
Closed 
While falsely accusing Hoffman of trying to close the school, emails reveal that Aaron Payment 
was actually the one lobbying for the school to remain closed. 

• January 22, 2021 – Email from Aaron Payment to the JKL School Board: 
o "I believe the decision to reopen during a deadly pandemic is an ill-advised and 

grave mistake." 
o "I plead with the JKL School Board to reconsider." 

• January 22, 2021 – 2:45 PM Email from Payment to JKL School Officials: 
o "The decision to go to hybrid is inconsistent with the vast majority of Tribal 

Controlled Schools as only 11% have made the choice." 
o "I received this data directly from Tony Dearman, Director of the Bureau of 

Indian Education." 

Contradictions in Payment’s Actions: 

• He personally lobbied for school closures, yet later accused Hoffman of trying to do the 
same thing. 

• Emails show that he was actively warning against reopening due to COVID-19 risks. 
• His later political attacks against Hoffman are completely hypocritical. 

This raises serious credibility issues with Payment’s claims. 



Aaron Payment’s Allegations Are Completely False and 
Politically Motivated 

• Emails, official confirmations, and public statements prove that DJ Hoffman never 
attempted to close JKL Bahweting PSA. 

• School officials confirmed that Hoffman never discussed closure and was not physically 
present. 

• Payment’s own emails expose that he was actually the one advocating against reopening. 
• Public reactions further debunk Payment’s false accusations. 

Conclusion: 

• DJ Hoffman did NOT attempt to close JKL Bahweting PSA. 
• Aaron Payment knowingly spread false accusations for political gain. 
• Payment’s own actions contradict his claims, making his credibility highly questionable. 
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Re: Hybrid Instruction

Aaron Payment <aaronpayment@saulttribe.net>
Fri 1/22/2021 8:29 AM
To:  Theresa Kallstrom <tkallstrom@jklschool.org>
Cc:  GOV-BOD <GOV-BOD@saulttribe.net>; Leo Chugunov <LChugunov@saulttribe.net>; Joanne Carr <JCarr@saulttribe.net>; Tony.Dearman.bie.edu@SaultTribe.onmicrosoft.com
<Tony.Dearman.bie.edu@SaultTribe.onmicrosoft.com>

I appreciate the notice. 

Please share with the JKL School Board that I believe the decision to reopen during a deadly pandemic is an ill advised and grave mistake.  I previously shared a similar message with
the Superintendent of the Sault Schools. 

Nationally, we continue to post record setting rates of contagion and deaths due to the Corina Virus pandemic.  The vaccine roll out is likely in the single digits for citizens being
vaccinated. Our rural communities have been somewhat insulated from the higher rates of contagion and death because we have slowed the spread through smart science based
decisions. Our choices to remain closed are are a significant factor in the lower rates of contagion are attributed. Thus reopening based on the outcome of remaining being closed
projects a faulty statistic.  

As the former President of the JKL School Board I can tell you when faced with life and death decisions, I would do everything in my power to place the best interests of the students
as priority. While the quality of education as manifest through performance on benchmarks and standardized test scores is important, it is secondary to the health, wellness and the
very lives of our students. 

While our little ones may be resilient to contagion and death, they are no less at risk for spreading the Corona Virus to their families.  As tribal families, we have a closer nuclear family
relationship with our grandparents and Elder relatives.  The death rates for American Indians due to the Corona Virus are up to 3 times that of white populations (CDC). Our Native
communities are easily the greatest at risk population. 

Thus, while there is great social pressure to reopen with concerns about meeting core standards and the socialization of school aged children, Maslow’s hierarchy of need advises us
to placed their very lives above all else. As an educator with the highest level of credentials in Education, it is my professional opinion that it is simply to early in the pandemic
trajectory as we are still in the climbing the curve stage to reopen to in person instruction.   

I plead with the JKL School Board to reconsider. If even one death results (especially of our Nokomis and Mishomis), the traumatic impact on our students will be too great a cost. In
the balance calculation of the desire to reopen, that would not be in the best interest of the student.  

Respectfully 

Chairperson Aaron A Payment 
EdD, EdS, MEd, MPA 

Sent from my iPhone 

> On Jan 22, 2021, at 7:51 AM, Theresa Kallstrom <tkallstrom@jklschool.org> wrote: 
>  
>   
> Good Morning, 
>  
> The JKL Board of Directors, per the criteria outlined in the JKL Reopening Plan, has asked that you be informed that JKL will be returning to hybrid instruction on Wednesday,
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January 27, 2021.  Students will be in the building on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays.  Wednesdays are online learning days for all students and the building will be
thoroughly cleaned on that day. 
>  
> Half of the students will attend on Mondays and Thursdays; the other half of the students will attend on Tuesdays and Fridays.  Parents and staff have been notified. 
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